
Your NOMADS board met in Lawson, MO, Nov. 8-10th, 2007.   

· The first day was spent on the Visioning Process.  Areas being worked on are:  Fund Devel-
opment, Information Data Base, and Quality Recruitment and Retention. 
· The termination of our contract with SMA, as of 12/31/07, was accepted. 
· The Administrator’s work (Carla Kinsey) was evaluated and affirmed.  A new contract was 
written with Carla, as a private contractor, for the year 2008.  It will be evaluated and rewrit-
ten annually. 
· The Treasurer reported our receipts are above budget and expenses under budget for the 
first ten months of 2007. 
· The General Board of Global Ministries will not be contributing to the support of NO-
MADS in 2008. 
· NOMADS received official IRS recognition as a 501(c)(3) public charity retroactive to 
February 13, 2003 for tax deductible donations. 
· Non-Profit Directors and Officers Liability Insurance coverage has been secured. 
· The 2008 budget was approved. 
· Reports were received from all Jurisdictional Representatives.  Jim Hengstenberg resigned 
his position as Western Jurisdictional Representative.  The Board elected Terry Carlson to 
complete the unexpired term. 
· The Agency Selection Committee reported on the project assignment process. 
· RV Parking/Hookup Guidelines were approved for use by agencies wanting to put in RV 
parking for NOMADS projects. 
· Disaster Response Revolving Team Projects (RTPs) will continue as needed.  RTPs will be 
explored and continued at agencies appropriate for this type of scheduling. 
· Leaders Handbook has been updated to include Safe Sanctuary Policy, tax forms. 
· Alumni have contacted RVers in United Methodist Churches in four annual conferences.  
This program will be continued. 
· A new Recruitment Rewards Program was approved for a 6-month trial period. 
· Guidelines for Reunion/Annual Meeting Chairpersons were approved.  George Russell will 
serve as technical adviser to reunion chairpersons. 
· The issue of having families on NOMADS projects was discussed.  The Board voted that 
persons must be adults to become members of NOMADS and work on projects.  (Adult is 
currently defined as 18 years of age.) 
· A task force is working on a New Integrated System for record keeping.   
· It was noted that, where possible, our organization should be referred to as United Method-
ist NOMADS, as this is the official name. 
· Reunions: The Board reviewed comments/suggestions from the 2007 reunion committee. 
· 2008 theme will be “20 Years of Making a Difference.”  It will be held in Shawnee, OK, 
Sept. 22-26, 2008. 
· 2009 Reunion will be held at Ceraland Park, Columbus, IN, Sept. 22-25, 2009. 
· 2010 Reunion will be held at Tom Johnson Rally Park, Marion, NC, Sept. 30-Oct. 7, 2010.      
     Dorothy Bondurant, NOMADS Board Chair 
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REUNION  2008 
Shawnee, OK 

Sept. 22-26, 2008 
Reunion Organizers: 
Dan and Joy Leithner 

 
REUNION  2009 
Columbus, IN 

Sept. 22-25, 2009 
Reunion Organizers: 

John and Maetta Craig & 
Jim and Ruth Davidson 
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Changes at the Office 

ILLINOIS 2008 State Rally  
Lincoln, IL (at the fairgrounds)  
August 26-28th, 2008.  All NOMADS 
are invited to join us!  If you plan to be 
in the area, drop us a note and let us 
know.  Don Greeno 309-781-5211, 
dgreeno@escapees.com.   
 

TEXAS Gathering 
Saturday, Feb. 2nd, 2008 
We will again be meeting for a catered 
luncheon at Mercedes UMC.  Cost is 
$10 per person.  The food is always 
great and the fellowship can’t be 
beat!!  Lunch is at noon but NOMADS 
start gathering about 11:00.  All NO-
MADS and NOMADS Alumni are wel-
come.  If you are on a period 2 team, 
please RSVP through your team leader.   
Otherwise, contact Jeannie Coe at  
210-601-6132 or  
jbryancoe@mindspring.com  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
NOMADS REUNION and ANNUAL 

MEETING - 2008 
 

September 22 - 26th, 2008  
Shawnee, OK 

 

“20 Years of Making a Difference” 
 

Join us for singing, fellowship, worship, 
bible study, seminars,  entertainment and 
20th anniversary celebration.  For those 
arriving Saturday before reunion there 
will be a praise service Sunday morning.  
If  planning to arrive before Saturday, 
Sept. 20th, call the Expo center  (405-275-
7020) to check availability of parking.  
Contact Dan and Joy Leithner for info:  
djleithner@hotmail.com.  The registra-
tion form will be posted on the website 
and emailed to everyone in May.   
 

FLORIDA Mid Winter Reunion 2008 
Friday, Feb. 15th, 2008 
NEW LOCATION!!  Life Enrichment 
Center, Fruitland Park.  
Dining Hall-social time 11 am ‘til 1 pm.  
Lunch/updates 1 pm ‘til  ????  Cost $8 
per person CASH at the door.  RSVP by 
Feb. 4th to Jim and Liz Traviss 1-863-
324-0237.  Plenty of parking for RVs!!!! 
Make plans now to join us! 
 
INDIANA 2008 Rally 
August 19-22nd, 2008 
Where??  Westward Ho Campground 
near Nashville, IN.  Reserve the dates on 
your schedule!  Reservations are due by 
August 1st, 2008.  For more information, 
please contact Jim and Ruth Davidson, 
765-589-3033 or rdavi8638@aol.com. 
 

EMAILING your Documents…. in order 
to save time and money, the office has be-
gun emailing, whenever possible, docu-
ments and info to you.  We have found that 
adobe acrobat is the software that most NO-
MADS can use, and is a free download on 
the internet (www.adobe.com).  Recently, 
we emailed team leader packets to leaders 
of winter/spring 2008 projects.  Also, this 
Newsletter was emailed to all NOMADS 
with email addresses.  If you received this 
via regular mail, but you do have an email 
account (that will accept attachments) 
please call the office to be sure we have 
your email address on file.   

Our address has changed!   Please 
use our new address:  United Meth-
odist NOMADS, P.O. Box 3508, 
Shawnee, KS  66203.  If you have bro-
chures or other NOMADS materials in 
your possession, please print address 
labels with our new address on them, 
and affix them, covering up the old 
address.  We will be printing new bro-
chures after the first of the year, but we 
still have many with the Sacramento 
address.  Carla (at headquarters) would 
be happy to email you the labels docu-
ment that she uses (Avery 5160 or com-
parable) with our logo and new address 
on them.  

2008 Schedule of Items that will be 
EMAILED to those with email:   

Late February-Winter newsletter 

Mid-March- Dues Reminder/Election 
info 
Late March-Summer/Fall project list 
Early May -Summer/Fall team leader 
packets 
Late May-Spring newsletter/Reunion 
registration form 
Mid-August -Winter/spring project list 
to Leaders 
Late August-Winter/spring project list 
to non-leaders 
Late August-Summer newsletter and 
membership directory 
Late November-Fall newsletter 
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packet with lots of information; however, 
there is no substitute for a real person to talk 
with.  Most of us love to discuss NOMADS; 
how much better to talk with someone who 
is a new member to give them guidance and 
answer their questions?  As a new member 
sponsor we would ask that you contact the 
new member and if possible arrange to meet 
with them in person.  The goal is to make 
them feel welcome and give them an oppor-
tunity to ask questions or address issues that 
are important to them.   Depending on how 

many NOMADS volunteer to sponsor, 
you may be sponsoring two new NO-
MADS each year. 

If you are willing to serve as a sponsor 
for new members, please let Carla know 
and she will add you to the Sponsor 
List.  When new members join, she will 
assign them a sponsor and notify the 
sponsor with contact information for the 
new member.  We will try to match new 
members with NOMADS in their gen-
eral geographic area. 
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Will You be a Sponsor for New Mem-
bers to NOMADS? 

Remember your first NOMADS experi-
ence?  You probably had a lot of ques-
tions about how things worked.  What 
exactly do they DO for devotions?   
What tools should I take?  How will I 
get information about the project?  The 
list is endless…and the questions and 
concerns differ for each new NOMAD 
member.  Carla sends new members a 



Board Committees and Reports 

Committee Reports  
Agency Selection:  Good News: our winter/spring project signups were up 
from 2006 AND we have more agencies requesting NOMADS help.  The 
challenge that we face every year is trying to match members’ needs in terms 
of project requests and agencies’ needs in terms of offering projects/ RV 
sites.  It is no way a perfect science.  In truth there is no magic answer as to 
how many projects to offer.  In order to serve more agencies, we do not al-
ways offer as many RV sites as an Agency may request.  Offering a lot more 
projects than we think we can reasonably fill is counter productive in that we 
then have to cancel projects that don’t make and/or combine projects, which 
means NOMADS get moved to different locations.    
This past spring we did a member survey to identify where NOMADS wanted 
to go and when they wanted to be there.   And it worked!!  We were right on 
the money in 2 of the 3 jurisdictions!!  Of 250 NOMADS requesting projects, 
about 23 (<10%) did not get projects in the periods they requested in Flor-
ida.  We were quickly able to develop additional RV sites to offer to these 
individuals.  The survey was much more helpful than the previous dart board 
approach and the results worked extremely well except in Florida.  What we 
have learned from this experience is that we need to use the survey data as we 
did this year (new survey in May ‘08) and have a ready list of projects that we 
can open if we have NOMADS who do not get assigned to projects because 
everything is full.  That way, if Carla emails NOMADS that they did not get a 
project assignment, in the same email she can offer them alternatives.  If you 
have questions about the ASC process or why the project listing for an 
Agency doesn’t have as many RV sites as they perhaps previously had, please 
don’t call the agency, please call Carla, Jeannie Coe or the appropriate mem-
ber of the ASC.  Thanks!  Jeannie Coe, ASC Chair 
Promotions:  The Promotions Committee is continuing to emphasize RE-
CRUITMENT and to solicit financial support from churches and other organi-
zations.  Exciting opportunities to spread the word about NOMADS have 
come at RV rallies and shows, presentations at Mission events and churches 
and from the mailings that the Alumni have sent to churches in the WI, S. IN 
and W. MI conferences.   
State Promotions coordinators are an essential part of these programs.  Cur-
rently, we are seeking coordinators for MN, ND, SD, GA, NY, PA, VT, CA, 
NV, NM and TX.  If you are interested in serving NOMADS in this area, con-
tact Jane Waddock at janenick99@verizon.net for more information. 
As you search for gifts this year, remember the ALTERNATIVE GIVING 
CARD.  For information and to print out cards, go to the NOMADS website, 
select Promotions, then select Promotions Packet, then item #8, Alternative 
Giving Card.  Thank you all for your support in spreading the word about 
NOMADS!  Jane Waddock, Promotions Chair 
Sunshine:The Sunshine Committee’s purpose is to send prayer requests (to 
those who have asked to received them) through the NOMADS Yahoo Group 
Site; to update prayer requests; to send cards to individuals who have re-
quested prayer; to send cards to families of deceased NOMADS; to keep a 
record of prayer requests and deaths.  Any NOMAD may become involved 
with the Sunshine Committee by sending their prayer requests to Tom Hager 
(tomterrific3@juno.com).  They may ask to be added to the Sunshine mailing 
list to receive all prayer requests and information. They may also do this by 
going to the WEB (www.nomadsumc.org) and clicking on SUNSHINE 
PRAYERS. Anyone sending in family or fellow NOMADS names for prayer 
and/or desire that a get well card or sympathy card be sent should include 
their mailing address.  The aim of the Committee is to offer love and support 
through prayers and cards to those who are facing any crisis in their life.               
Rubye Russell, Sunshine Chair 

Committee Chairs  
Agency:  Jeannie Coe 210-601-6132
(jbryancoe@mindspring.com)    
Alumni Steering:  Jack Travelstead 217-
622-1484 (revjtravel@aol.com) 
By-Laws:  Jim Traviss 863-324-0237 
(jjtrv@tampabay.rr.com)  
Disaster Response: Arlin Kiel 816-261-
9864 (askiels@gmail.com)  
Finance:  Cliff Johnson - Board members 
only   
General Concerns:  Duane Wakefield - 
Board members only 
Newsletter: Carol Stoner 214-287-0140 
(carol.stoner@juno.com)   
Nominating:  Rob Coe 210-601-6132
(jbryancoe@mindspring.com)  
Promotions:  Jane Waddock 217-935-
9865  (janenick99@verizon.net) 
Reunion 2008:  Dan and Joy Leithner 
505-430-1261 (djleithner@hotmail.com)   
Reunion 2009:  John and Maetta Craig 
317-332-6832 (jonlion@aol.com)  
Jim and Ruth Davidson 765-589-3033 
(rdavi8638@aol.com)  
Sunshine:  Rubye Russell 815-844-2210 
(ggruss@mindspring.com) 
Visioning: Duane Wakefield  
207-799-1809 
(duaneandlindawakefield@gmail.com) 
__________________________________

Alumni Steering:  We have been cultivating the 
local church mission chairpersons for those who 
have RVs and have contacted all of the local 
church chairpersons in the following conferences: 
Wisconsin, W. Michigan, South Indiana and Iowa.  
When the names and addresses are sent back to us, 
we contact those persons and invite them to be-
come NOMADS.  Each local church in the above 
conferences have received a letter of explanation 
about NOMADS with one of our brochures.  In 
contacting those with RVs, we have sent a personal 
letter, a brochure and an invitation to join NO-
MADS, asking them to respond to Carla at our 
headquarters for more information.   We pray that 
our organization is having a good response from 
these efforts.  Jack Travelstead, Alumni Steering 
Committee Chair 
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Effective January 1, 2007, the IRS issued new 
regulations governing the documentation re-
quirements for deducting travel expenses in 
connection with volunteering at qualifying 
charitable organizations.  (This applies only to 
those who choose to itemize their deductions, 
as opposed to using the standard deduc-
tion.) .  To aid in meeting these new require-
ments, the NOMADS Board has authorized all 
project leaders to obtain signed forms for team 
members, from the agency sponsoring the 
project.  For more information concerning the 

requirement and use of these forms, each NO-
MADS member should contact their own tax 
advisor, or obtain a copy of IRS Publication 
No. 526. 
 
For those members who worked 2007 projects 
in periods 1-12, you may request a Statement 
of Volunteer Services form from Carla at our 
NOMADS office.  Beginning with period 13, 
the project leaders will be provided with blank 
forms for the team.  The Statement of Volun-
teer Services Rendered form is to be filled out 

by team members who want them.  The lead-
ers will then take the forms to an appropri-
ate agency representative for signa-
tures.  Please take note, however, that this is 
a one-time opportunity to get this form, as we 
cannot issue them later. 
 
If you do individual drop-in projects, you 
may get a copy of the blank form from our 
web site, or from Carla, and then take it to 
the agency with you for signature. 

Leader Training:   Questions, Answers and Opportuni ties  
NOMADS currently has 190 trained active leaders.  In any given year we know that 1/3 of our leaders cannot lead due to 
a variety of reasons- health, family or other.  And we lose leaders annually to Alumni.  We are always actively recruiting 
qualified, willing leaders.  Sometimes when I ask NOMADS “why aren’t you leaders?”  I often get two responses:  “I’d 
rather work” and/or “I led people for 30 plus years and I don’t want to do that any more.”   I have two answers, “Don’t 
worry, NOMADS leaders do lots of work” and “if you were an effective leader in your career, maybe that’s one of your 
gifts that God wants you to use for NOMADS”.  If these two questions and answers apply to you, and/or a NOMADS 
leader has encouraged you to become a leader, please prayerfully consider becoming a trained NOMADS leader.  We 
do leader training at reunions but if you would prefer or if you cannot attend a reunion, we also have a core of trained 
leader trainers who can do one-on-one or small group training. If you would like to have NOMADS leader training this 
winter while you are working on projects or even now, please contact: 
Jeannie Coe at jbryancoe@mindspring.com or 210-601-6132. 

NOMADS FINANCES 
 
The Board of Directors has increased our 
2008 NOMADS budget over that for  
2007 by $23000.  This increase in our 
planned expenses is spread over Material 
Funds Distribution ($35000); Future Vi-
sioning, which includes Fund Develop-
ment ($5000) and  a new Information 
Data Base ($9000); and Promotions
($10000) concentrating on Quality Re-
cruitment and Retention.   The Disaster 
Response budget, which we hope not to 
use, has $5000  and Board Expenses now 
includes $2000 for insurance besides 
$13500 for travel and meeting expenses.  
Our new contract with Carla Kinsey 
(Hoorah!) is $64000. We step out 
strongly with no further monetary support 
from GBGM.  However, GBGM staff has 
been instrumental in NOMADS quest for 
the 501(c)(3) recognition by the IRS, 
retroactive to February 13, 2003.   Be-
cause of that official public charity desig-
nation, NOMADS may receive more 
public donations.    NOMADS Treasurer, 
Cliff Johnson 
 
These two pie charts show our 2008 ex-
pected expenses and our 2008 estimated 
income:   
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We’re now keeping STATISTICS FOR DROP-IN PROJECTS...If you have recently had drop-in hours at NOMADS 
agencies, please email the office with your name, dates, agency, and hours donated.  For the drop-ins below, please see the website for work details 
and call the agency directly if you are interested in volunteering.  Also, please don’t plan to drop-in while a regularly scheduled NOMADS project 
is ongoing.   

AL, Selma, UM Children’s Home, LuAnne Wages Smith, 334-875-8283, ext. 229, lsmith@umchalwf.com.  
AR, Fayetteville, Mount Sequoyah UM Conference Center, Stacia Trice 479-443-4531, mail@mountsequoyah.org 
FL, Islamorada, Matecumbe UMC, Jim Winstel 305-664-2411, jimwinstel@bellsouth.net.  Primarily Feb 2008. 
IL, Pontiac, Evenglow Lodge, Mark Hovren, 815-844-6131, mhovren@evenglowlodge.org 
KS, Arkansas City, Camp Horizon UM Center, Katie Jordan, 620-442-5533, ktjcamping@yahoo.com. 
KS, Havilland, UM Recovery Center, Greensburg Tornado Recovery effort, volunteer coordinator, 620-862-5422, 
         umcrecovery@kswestumc.org. 
KS, Newton, UM Youthville, Mike Hoar, 316-529-9100, mhoar@youthville.org. 
LA, Dulac, Dulac Community Center, John Paul McGuire, 985-201-1356, dcc1@mobiltel.com. 
LA, Iberia, Iberia Parish Hurricane Relief Project, Jim Wyche, 337-369-3721, jimwyche@cox.net. 
MN, West St. Paul, La Puerta Abierta UMC, Dale Good, 651-423-2273, jgood4kids@charter.net. 
MO, El Dorado Springs, Camp Galilee, Brad or Janet North, 417-876-3024, director@campgalileemo.org. 
MT, McLeod, UM Camp on the Boulder, Kent Chittenden, 406-932-6314, cboulder@ttc-cmc.net. 
TX, Garden Valley, Mercy Ships, Diana Wickes, 903-939-7027, wickesd@mercyships.org.   
TX, San Antonio, Ernest T. Dixon UMC, Brother David Cameron, 210-648-3520, etadmin@satx.rr.com. 
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Some of our winter/spring projects are currently in jeopardy of being 
cancelled, as we do not have Team Leaders signed up to complete the 
work.  Please call headquarters right away if you can help us by leading 
one of these projects! 

Period 1 Phoenix-Epworth, Calexico, W. Palm Beach 

Period 2 Phoenix-Aldersgate, N. Fort Myers, Dulac, Calexico, Laredo. 

Period 3 Pensacola-someone on team will be asked to lead. 

Period 4 Selma, Tucson-TMM. 

Period 6 Macon, Tahlequah. 

Period 7 Goldsboro, Sacramento, Mountain Springs/Las Vegas. 

If you are an experienced leader or have had NOMADS leader training 
and are on one of these teams, please consider stepping up to lead the 
project.  We may resort to arm-twisting later on, but only if absolutely 
necessary! 

 Thank you for your help with these urgent needs!   

2008 Project Periods 
�
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FUMC Eagle Pass is currently participating in an Interfaith effort   
to help 90 families who were affected by the devastating tornado 

in April 2007.  They are organized to provide house repairs for those families and are in need of volunteers to 
help with construction labor such as roofing, painting and drywall.  We have a NOMADS leader in place but 
need NOMADS to work this RTP.  Parking may be 20 amp. NOMADS is working to update the electric hook-
ups to 30 amp if possible.  One sewer dump on site (blue bucket will be best as maneuvering in the parking lot 
can be tight.  Room for 2 RVs- 36 ft or less and one larger RV.  This project begins January 28th and ends Feb-
ruary 28th.  As with all of our RTPs, you are welcome to sign up for as little as 1 week or as many as the full 5 
weeks, depending on availability.                                            
      Please call Carla at the office to sign up. 

Eagle Pass RTP 



 

Help Needed 
for Fundraising  

Efforts 

A part of the Visioning Plan, 
adopted by the Board of Di-
rectors at their recent meeting, 
included a new Fundraising 
effort to raise money to sup-
port the other areas of the 
Plan.  
 
If you have an interest in help-
ing with this effort, and have 
not already been contacted by 
the committee, please contact 
Arlin Kiel, 
askiels@gmail.com or 816-
261-9864. 
 
We will be looking for help in 
the following specific areas:  
Annual Members’ Campaign, 
Annual Campaign Among 
Churches, Estate Planning, 
Grant Procurement, Project 
Grant Disbursement, as well 
as in developing printed mate-
rials to support these efforts. 

YEAR-END GIVING 

Also in this Newsletter (see below) is an article detailing a giving opportunity specifically directed 
at those who are past the age of 70½.  Now we also have a challenge to issue to the rest of you 
youngsters!  We need the help of all NOMADS to reach the lofty goals the Board has set for the 
coming years. 
 
Between 2006 and 2007, we have increased budgeted money available for grants to fund projects 
(previously called materials fund grants) by 50%.  The Board has now set the budget for 2008, and 
included another 17% increase.  Our sole source of funding to accomplish these goals is YOU – our 
members, other supporting individuals, and local churches. 
 
You may wonder why we suddenly need so much more money to fund projects.  First, it’s really 
not sudden, but rather a realization that we were not being asked back to some of the neediest agen-
cies because they could not afford to have NOMADS come.  The cost of providing hookups and 
the materials needed to keep a team busy for three weeks exceeded their budgets.  Second, many 
agencies, where we do still have projects, are also experiencing difficulties with finances. 
 
We, as NOMADS, want to be part of the solution rather than a burden to our agencies.  It is our 
goal to help agencies by providing labor, and, when needed, financial resources to facilitate pro-
jects.   
 
In addition, we must continue to fund our minimal administrative costs.  It is amazing that with one 
paid Administrator we can operate an organization of well over 1,000 members, while coordinating 
projects at over 150 agencies.  It is possible only because of our dedicated Administrator and the 
tremendous volunteer efforts of our members, committee chairs, and Board members. 
 
Many of us look for worthwhile giving opportunities as we near the end of the year.  Please include 
NOMADS in your scope so that we can continue to grow and do the work that God has called us to 
do.  We pray for your generous financial support. 

ATTENTION PLEASE!! 
For Members at Least 70½ with IRA’s 

I’m sure you all have heard the phrase, “win-win situation.”  Well, now let me tell you about something even better, a WIN-WIN-
WIN opportunity. 
 
Those of you who have reached the young age of 70½, and have an IRA, may already know that you are now required to take an-
nual taxable distributions from those funds.  You may have also discovered that such distributions can boost you into higher tax 
brackets, so you don’t get to enjoy a portion of that income. 
 
Now, let me tell you the rest of the story!  For the current tax year, 2007, you can authorize the trustee of your IRA to make a con-
tribution directly to a qualified charitable organization, such as NOMADS.  The amount donated counts toward the required distri-
bution amount, and you pay no tax on that amount.  So, as I said at the beginning, 

· WIN – you  meet the requirements of a mandatory distribution, 

· WIN – you  do not increase your taxable income, and 

· WIN - you can give a great boost to our NOMADS program, helping to fund more needy projects. 
 
How much better can it get?!  So how do you go about accomplishing this?  First, do your own research.  Talk to your personal tax 
advisor and to the trustee of your IRA.  Also, you can get a copy of IRS Publication 553 for more details. 
 
Second, if you choose to make NOMADS a beneficiary of your contribution, you can get specific NOMADS bank information and 
our IRS tax exempt number by contacting Board Vice-Chairman, Arlin Kiel, at 816-261-9864 or email at askiels@gmail.com.  But 
remember, the actual transfer of funds must occur before December 31st to qualify for the 2007 tax year.  It’s time to start 
planning now!  Thank you for your consideration of this special means of supporting our NOMADS program. 
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NOMADS at Heart 
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to war or other military service in 
a foreign land, (add the one in 
your life).  How can I focus on 
the birth of our Lord Jesus!!! 
Proverbs 23:19 tells us, “Listen, 
my child, and be wise, and keep 
your heart on the right path.”  
 
The birth of our Lord represents 
the hope of tomorrow, the peace 
of today, the joy of living in the 
presence of our Lord, and the 
love of God.  Jesus came to bring 
us a path to follow in our 
lives.  His path allows us to deal 
with the present knowing that He 
is with us always.   
 
As I bring to Him all the confu-

During this season of each year, 
many of us find ourselves in con-
flict.  Many things to do!  People 
demand our presence.  Everyone 
wants something, either our time or 
our money.  The activities at our 
churches, time with our friends and 
family seem impossible to bring to-
gether in some kind of order.  We 
might even be preparing for our NO-
MADS projects after the first of the 
year and the related travels.  
 
Now add to this mix, events that per-
haps you never envisioned having to 
add to the “normal” hectic sched-
ule.  Events such as the death of a 
loved one, getting laid off from your 
job, sudden disease, family going off 

sion of joy and concern, a peace 
comes to me that only He can 
give.  The path to take becomes 
smoother, clearer and the con-
flicts less entangled.  I thank 
you Lord, for reminding me 
once again to keep my heart on 
your path as I journey toward 
the manger to celebrate your 
birth. 
 

Carolyn writes a weekly Thought for 
the Week and emails to those who want 
to receive them.  If 
interested contact 
her at motoring-
morris@att.net. �
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