
Your Summer/Fall Project list was mailed and emailed April 1st this year and was also 
posted on the website.  In previous years it had been included in the May newsletter.  Sev-
eral NOMADS requested an earlier distribution date so we hope that this has helped with 
your planning.  However, we still have a number of project openings for leaders and for 
team members in all periods!!  Please call, email , fax or mail your project selections to 
the office as soon as possible.  An email with the following cancellations and other 
changes was sent to you in April and they were also posted on the website:   
 
CANCELLATIONS of projects by Agencies - Period 9, Momence, Illi nois at the Mo-
mence Parsonage Project.  Period 12, High Falls, New York at Epworth Camp and Retreat 
Center. 
 
CHANGES to project periods requested by Agencies - Period 12 project in Park Rapids, 
Minnesota at Northern Pine Assembly was moved to Period 13.  The Period 13 project in 
Gore, Oklahoma at UM Boy’s Ranch was moved to Period 14.   
 
Projects that are cur rently FULL , by period 
             Period 10 - Gorham, New York 
             Period 11 - Nora Springs, Iowa - Pontiac, Illi nois - Salem, Maine  
             Period 13 - Rapid City, South Dakota  
             Period 14 - Newton, Kansas - Bay St. Louis, Mississippi - Biloxi, Mississippi -  
                          Lake Junaluska, North Carolina - Moravia, New York  
             Period 15 - Bay St. Louis, Mississippi - Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
 
LEADER NEEDS, by period  
             Period 9 - Sacramento, New Mexico 
             Period 10 - Minnetrista, Minnesota - Sacramento, New Mexico - Ocean Park,       
                          Washington 
             Period 11 - Rathdrum, Idaho - Sulli van, Wisconsin -  
             Period 12 - Bisbee, Arizona - Dixon, Illi nois - Greeneville, Tennessee 
             Period 13 - Lineville, Alabama - Perryvill e, Arkansas - Rutland, Massachusetts -  
                          Park Rapids, Minnesota - Oxford, Mississippi - Hayesville, North Caro    
                          lina - Joseph, Oregon - Jacksonvil le, Texas - Wichita Falls, Texas - Ocean 
                          Park, Washington 
             Period 14 - Birmingham, Alabama - Sylvania, Alabama - Avondale, Arizona -      
                          Phoenix, Arizona - Tucson, Arizona - Eagle Pass, Texas - Odem, Texas 
             Period 15 - Tucson, Arizona - Moss Point, Mississippi - Fort Stockton, Texas 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DUES for 2006-2007 ARE NOW DUE 
 

We still have lots of NOMADS who have not yet renewed their membership by paying 
their dues for 2006-2007.  The new due date for dues is March 31st each year.  Please talk 
with your NOMADS friends and if they have not received this newsletter, they may not be 
current with their dues.  We really need everyone’s help with project work so please re-
new as soon as possible. THANK YOU! 

N om ads O n  a  M issi o n  A cti v e  i n  D i v i ne  Serv i ce 

Summer/Fall Project Signups  

Spr ing 2006 

NEWS for NOMADS  

NOMADS Merchandise 
Your NOMADS off ice at SMA 
has several items available for 
purchase: 
NEW logo magnetic signs 
      (8” x 12” ) $15 
Stick-on (7.75” x 15.25”) $8 
Round stick-on (10.25”) 2/$5 
Sew-on patches (3.5” ) $2 
Videos-Agency or Nomad $10 
NEW DVD’s $5 for 1, $3.50       
              for each additional 
NEW Brochures-call for ship-
ping/handling costs.  No longer 
available from Service Center.  
Please visit our website for an 
order form and to determine 
shipping costs for the above 
items.  Checks should be pay-
able to SMA.  
 
Other new items will be avail-
able starting in DuQuoin and 
afterwards they will be pictured 
on our website.  Reunion t-
shirts, polo shirts, long-sleeved 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, tote bags, 
caps, visors, small decals and 
more are coming soon!  All will 
incorporate our new logo. 
 
Limited quantities of the new 
brochures will also be available 
at Reunion.   

News for NOMADS  
distr ibution schedule 

 
Winter: February 

Spr ing: May 
Summer: August 
Fall : November  



I tems of Interest for NOMADS 
NEJ Annual Campout 

 
Mark your calendars for the Annual Northeast Juris-
diction NOMADS Campout September 5-7, 2006 at 
the Army Corp of Engineers Campground in Ives 
Run, PA.  Evening campfires, morning devotions, 
potluck supper Wednesday evening.  Ride your bike, 
hike, relax, rest and reconnect with old and/or make 
new friends.  Make your own reservation through Re-
serve America.  For more information contact Duane 
or Linda Wakefield at dwakefi1@maine.rr.com.  
 
******** ****** ****** ** ******** ****** ****** *  

Indiana NOMADS Rally 
The Indiana NOMADS Rally is set for September 
19-21, 2006 at Twin Mills Campground, about 7 
miles from Shipshewana in northeast Indiana.  The 
campground is located 2 miles west of Howe on State 
Road 120, just off the toll road.  The full hookup rate 
for pull-through sites is $19 per night and water/
electric back-in sites are $16.  Please contact Jim or 
Ruth Davidson at 765-589-3033 or rdavi8638@aol.
com for more information.   

 
******** ****** ****** ** ******** ****** ****** *  

Arkansas NOMADS 
Since we now have a total of 10 members and we 
have not met a lot of you, it would be nice to get to-
gether at Mount Eagle Christian Center the last week 
of September 2006. 
             This would not be a NOMADS project but 
we can do some work while there as well as get ac-
quainted with one another and enjoy Mount Eagle. 
Agenda:  Arrive on Sept. 23 or 24 
Get acquainted and introductions on Sun eve at 6pm. 
Work Days with morning devotions Sept 25-28. 
Depart anytime after Sept 28.(or stay longer if you 
desire).  Things to Br ing: devotional material and 
your favorite tools. 
Directions to Mount Eagle: From Clinton go north 
on Hwy 65 approx 8 miles to Botkinburg, turn right 
on Hwy 110 and go approx 11 miles to Sally Flat 
Road, turn left and go 2 miles to Mount Eagle prop-
erty. There will be a sign there.  Go thru gate and it is 
about 1/2 mile to RV parking area (first road on left). 
From Harrison go south to Botkinburg and turn left 
on Hwy 110 and follow above directions. 
So, put this on your calendars and join us for some 
good fellowship and a little work at Mount Eagle. 
I would appreciate an indication by email or phone of 
whether you can be there. Contact Paul and Kathy 
Bauer  870-257-4357  pjbauerjr@pocketmail .com 

OUR MOST URGENT NEED! 
 
             Do you know the most urgent need of our NOMADS 
organization today?  More money?  More agencies asking for 
projects?  More trained and willi ng leaders?  While each of these 
is vitally important, without a doubt our most urgent current need 
is for more NOMADS working projects. 
               This past winter/spring, 24 projects had to be cancelled 
due to lack of members signing up for these projects.  Even in 
areas that used to have waiting lists, we now have problems fil l-
ing some projects.   
               So how do we meet this challenge?  Probably the answer 
is a combination of two approaches:  recruit more members, and 
inspire current members to work more projects.  Are you actively 
promoting NOMADS in your area – speaking at local churches or 
at RV ralli es and shows, seeking to educate other churches in 
your district?  Step out in faith, and share your knowledge and 
love of NOMADS with others.  There are many new promotional 
items available through our web site, including a great new DVD 
and updated brochures, which you can get from the NOMADS 
off ice.  Word-of-mouth is our best promotional tool. 
               Finally, we ask you to prayerfully consider volunteering 
for one more project this year than you worked last year.  More if 
you can.  We have many worthwhile and needy agencies seeking 
our help.  We need you.  Urgently! 
                                                          Arlin Kiel, Board Secretary 
________________________________________________ 

NOMADS and the IRS 
 
Now, before you get too excited by the above title, let me make a 
couple of things clear! First, I am not going to dispense any 
“guaranteedº tax advice; and second, the NOMADS office, by 
order of the Board, will not get involved in providing any docu-
mentation to you for tax purposes, or in making any tax recom-
mendations. There is, however, some helpful information to 
share. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) provides an extensive   
publication on the subject of contributions.  While not exactly 
light, bedtime reading, it does provide information that may be 
beneficial to NOMADS. The document is called: “Publication 
526, Charitable Contributions.º There are at least three sources 
for you to obtain this:  your local IRS off ice, your personal tax 
advisor, or download it from the web. 
               Downloading the form is quite simple, but you will need 
to have Acrobat Reader on your computer (which is also a free 
download).  Go to the site:  ir s.gov.   On the home page, click on 
the choice, “More Forms and Publications.º  On the next page to 
come up, choose the option “Download Forms and Publications 
by….Publication Numberº.  Scroll down until you find publica-
tion 526, select it, and click “Retrieve Selected Files.º   You will 
now be able to view the entire publication on your screen, or you 
may choose to print parts of it. 
               There is probably much more information than you need 
in this publication, but there is a comprehensive section dealing 
with allowable deductions in connection with volunteer activities.  
So, Happy Tax Day!                          
                                                          Arlin Kiel, Board Secretary 



If you are interested in serving NOMADS, please review the board committees to see if you may be able to volunteer your services!   
Agency:  Don Levans (donlevans@msn.com)  815-382-4018    By-Laws:  Vicki Aldridge (KAldridge@aol.com) 817-870-4936 
Finance:  Bill Conaway - Board members only           General Concerns:  Merlin Outcalt - Board members only 
L iabili ty:  Vicki Aldridge  (KAldridge@aol.com) 817-870-4936             Newsletter:  Virginia Lee (vawmlee@earthlink.net)  320-558-6394  
Nominating: Barbara Hinegardner (jbhine2000@yahoo.com), Don Levans (donlevans@msn.com), Dick Bulkeley (PHXNOMADS@aol.
com)                    Promotions:  Dorothy Bondurant (bndrnt@aol.com)  970-227-6494  
Reunion 2006: George Russell (ggruss@mindspring.com), George Tuttle (gjtuttle@htc.net)    
Sunshine:  Jane Waddock (nwaddock@mindspring.com)  217-935-9865 
*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ** * *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ****  
Agency:  While most NOMADS are back home and enjoying the spring and getting ready for summer, the Agency Committee members are 
working very hard on plans with prospective agencies for the 2007 Winter/spring projects. After having to cancel over 20 projects in 2006, 
we will most likely offer fewer projects next year. We will spend a full day at the Reunion finalizing these plans. The upcoming Summer/
Fall project list is in the hands of NOMADS now and it offers the most projects ever for this season --- 59 projects with 267 RV spots --- 
PLEASE look at the offerings and PLEASE plan to work one of these great projects. 
By-Laws:  The By-Laws Committee has been working to develop a more generic set of by-laws so that we do not have to make changes 
every year.  We will be working more on these changes at the June NOMADS reunion and will present any changes to you in the next elec-
tion.  Vicki Aldridge 
L iabili ty:  We are trying to obtain liabili ty insurance for the Board of Directors.  From doing research we have found that liabili ty insurance 
for the whole organization would be cost prohibitive.  We then need to concentrate on limiting our liabili ty by being careful and responsible 
in all our NOMADS activities. 
Newsletter:  News for NOMADS publishes pertinent information for NOMADS and is accompanied by a human interest/feature page titled 
NOMADS At Heart.  The NOMADS also publishes Oasis annually, geared to the interests of host agencies, contributors and volunteer co-
ordinators.  For more information, please see NOMADS At Heart in this edition.  Please send articles for NOMADS At Heart to Virginia 
Lee by email:  vawmlee@earthlink.net or to 14451 Huber Ave. NW, Annandale, MN  55302.  Articles are needed by the middle of the 
month prior to the month of publication.  Business-related items may be sent to the NOMADS Administrator.     
Promotions:  The year 2005 and first months of 2006 have brought to completion work on the new DVD, brochure and logo.  Also, the Pro-
motions Packet for use in doing promotional events has been put on the NOMADS website under the Promotions heading.  We trust you 
will enjoy using these new tools for recruiting new NOMADS and soliciting financial support for NOMADS.  The Committee welcomes 
your comments. 
              The Committee is now looking at a way to recognize NOMADS who have served on an exceptional number of projects, possibly 
50 or more.  If you know of such a person or couple, please notify the Promotions chairperson. 
              THANK YOU to all of you who are ªout thereº representing NOMADS on projects, in local churches, etc. sharing your exper i-
ences, recruiting new members and raising funds for NOMADS!         

          NOMADS Board Committees        

NOMADS on the Gulf Coast  
 
As this is being written, we are winding down twelve consecutive weeks of Revolving Team Projects at two locations on the Gulf Coast.  
Over 120 individual NOMADS have experienced first-hand the devastation brought on this beautiful area of our country by Hurricane 
Katrina.  But more importantly, they have experienced the wonderful spirit, love, and thankfulness of the people here, and have been richly 
blessed with the joy that comes from sharing our talents with those in need. 
              In November, the Board agreed to a pilot plan to speed the response we could make as an organization to major disasters.  The ini-
tial project was scheduled at Caswell Springs UMC, near Moss Point, MS.  When the response there was greater than the capacity, a second 
project was commissioned at Main Street UMC, in Bay St. Louis, MS.  Both projects have been filled to capacity for many weeks now.  
What a great and caring response you have shown, NOMADS! 
              Can you even begin to imagine losing your home, vehicles, furniture, and all personal belongings?  Yet the mortgage payments 
must still be made on that unlivable shell of a structure, and there is no insurance coverage for floods.  Everywhere we go, we hear more 
stories of loss and hardship, and of bravery and thankfulness.  Miracles abound.  Yes, God is certainly present here, both now and during the 
storm. 
              At each location, we have been working directly with the people most severely impacted by the storm, those whose homes were 
severely damaged by the hurricane's twin forces of destruction:  wind and water.   Many homes were completely destroyed, and many more 
sustained major damage.  Most of the wind damage was covered by insurance, but most of the water damage was not.   
              We have shared with these brave people our tears and our laughs and our prayers.  We have been thrill ed as we have watched a few 
move back into their ªnewº homes, an d we hope many more will be there soon.  We have made memories and friendships which will l ast a 
li fetime.  We now know the real meaning of southern hospitali ty – Mississippi style.  And through all of this, we have seen the undeniable 
love of our God and Creator.  How blessed we have been. 
              Many who worked here felt i t was their most meaningful NOMADS experience ever.  Many others have had their first-ever NO-
MADS experience here.  And nearly all have regretted having to leave when their time was up.  Now we need more NOMADS to step for-
ward and sign up for fall projects in Mississippi.  The two fall projects at Bay St. Louis are full already, but there are still  openings at 
Caswell Springs for periods 13, 14, and 15.  Please help keep this wonderful work moving forward.                 Arlin Kiel, Board Secretary 



Devotional Thought                                                                                        by Jane Ropp 

NOMADS 
PO Box 63 
Sacramento, NM  88347 
Administrator Carla Kinsey 

Phone: 505-687-3041 
Toll Free: 1-866-4NOMADS (466-6237) 
Fax:  505-687-4219 
Email: director@nomadsumc.org 
Website:  www.nomadsumc.org 

N omad s On a  M i ssi on A ct i ve i n D i vi ne Ser vi ce 

Gulf Coast Impressions 
Miles of nothing but foundations, bro-
ken and bent 100-year-old oak trees,  
piles of broken dreams.  Mounds of 
insulation, water-soaked mattresses, 
boxes of precious ªstuffº – all aban-
doned memories.  And oh, there's an 
occasional lost teddy bear or a child's 
bicycle, with frame bent or missing a 
tire.  Yes, miles of discarded memories 
of the lives of people living along the 
Gulf Coast of Mississippi. 
               This is what we saw as we 
traveled route US-90 along the once 
beautiful coast – with white sandy 
beaches along the Gulf of Mexico.  
This is what is still present six months 
after the devastating Hurricane Katrina 
ripped across this part of our country. 
               Small white FEMA trailers 
are scattered throughout the devastated 
area.  Some are perched beside an 
empty lot – with the exception of a re-
maining foundation that once was a 
home.  Others are standing side-by-
side in an abandoned K-Mart or Wal-

Mart parking lot.  Yet others are sitting 
beside what appears to be a perfectly 
sound home –  at first glance the home 
appears sound, but on closer inspection 
you can see the entire home has been gut-
ted and stands as an empty shell . 
              Where is God in all this – where 
is God in this war-torn part of our coun-
try?  Why did so many people have to 
die?  Why were so many homes de-
stroyed?  Why did so many lives have to 
be devastated?  Where is God? 
              And the answer is, ªHe is here 
right in the middle of all this debris!  Al-
most every church is surrounded by mo-
torhomes and tent cities, where volunteers 
from all over the USA are helping to re-
build Mississippi and Louisiana.  People 
of all ages – all walks of life – with all 
kinds of talents – are working together to 
put homes and lives back together.  Retir-
ees, college students, and even vacation-
ers are here! 

And we are here in Moss Point, 
Mississippi, for two weeks as a part of the 
NOMADS team of seven couples, work-

ing for 12 weeks.  Our job will be to help 
rebuild houses by drywall ing, painting, 
and whatever is needed to help these peo-
ple back into their homes.  Yes, Oh yes!  
God is here!  As one minister, ªBrother 
Jimº shared with us when asked, ªWill i t 
ever be the same again?º his answer was, 
ªNo, it's going to be better than ever and 
everyone involved will be better, too.º 

In Joshua 1:5 our Lord tells us, 
ªNo one will be able to stand up against 
you all the days of your life.  As I was 
with Moses, so I will be with you.  I wil l 
never leave you nor forsake you.º 

No, we won't finish the enor-
mous job, but with God's presence, time, 
and hours of hard work, the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast will be rebuilt.  And we are 
blessed to be a part of this. 

 
NOTE: Jane and Dale Ropp are 

new NOMADS from Michigan.  Recent re-
tirees, they worked a NOMADS project in 
Texas this winter and stopped in M ississippi 
for two weeks at the Caswell Spr ings Re-
volving Team Project as they returned 
home. 


