
NOMADS at work in the Upstate!

For three weeks in May, 2015, a group of 4 NOMADS mission volunteer couples worked 
diligently to finish out an area in the unfinished upper floor of an addition at Chicopee United 
Methodist Church in Walhalla, SC.  The lower level of the 10+ year old addition has been used 
as a fellowship hall since it was constructed, but funds were not available at the time of 
construction to do any more than put unfinished stud walls in the upper level.

Our goal was to create a doorway from the sanctuary through a brick and block wall into a 
hallway in the second floor and install a bathroom and storage area on that level.  There never 
was a bathroom on the Sanctuary level, which meant access to a bathroom was down a narrow 
stair or out the front door and out and around the parking lot to the lower level.

We spent the first week installing 
rough wiring and plumbing and after 
inspections passed, we started 
hanging insulation.  Drywall was 
hung when the insulation inspection 
was complete.

We had 
to use a 
drywall 
lift to 
install 
the 5/8” 
fire rated 

drywall on the ceilings.  Our team became pretty efficient at hanging 
the 10’ long sheets!

One of our biggest challenges was to cut through the original church 
8” cement block wall with its 4” thick brick facade to create an 

opening for the fire rated door which 
was to be installed between the 
sanctuary and the area we were 
working on.  What a lot of dust we 
created cutting through that wall!

At the end of our three week project, we had installed that fire rated 
door and finished hanging all the drywall.  Great progress towards 
the final product!

NOMADS travel around the country in their RVs to do their mission 
work.  One of the requirements for us is that the agency we are 
working for have a place for us to park our rigs, and supply electric, 
water and sewer and for this project, the church put us up at the 
South Cove County Park on Lake Keowee for our stay.  What a 



wonderful place to spend 
three weeks!

During our time in the area, 
we enjoyed a trip to The 
World of Energy, took a trip to 
the Toccoa Falls, and enjoyed 
an outing at the South 
Carolina Botanical Gardens 
at Clemson University.  And 
of course, we found several 
great places to eat in the 
area!

At the end of three weeks, we 
had to say goodbye to new 
and old friends.  But we often 
get to work with each other 
again down the road at other 

projects.  

NOMADS (nomadsumc.org) is definitely a great way to spend retirement days, and it gives each 
one of us a very meaningful way to give to others what God 
has blessed us with over the years.

Submitted by Paul Favreau, NOMADS team leader.

http://nomadsumc.org

