
2010 Annual Meeting 
October 4-8th, 2010 in Marion, North Carolina 

Tom Johnson’s Camping Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YET? 
 

Great Meeting Facility 
FHU, Level Sites Next to Meeting Pavilion 

WIFI 
Bring Your Own Comfortable Chairs 

Fantastic Tours  
More Fellowship Time 

Hands on Seminars 
Nightly Entertainment: Sunday - Thursday 

Many Nearby Attractions 
 
See registration form on NOMADS website…....click on EVENTS for more 
information.  Guests and non-members are also encouraged to attend.  More 
info inside on page 3……. 
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Board of Directors Election 

 
Please VOTE online in the mem-
ber’s area of our website, for the 
three openings on our board of 

directors for 2010-2011.  We 
have two At-Large openings and 

an opening for the Southeast 
Jurisdictional rep to the board.   

 
We also need your vote on the 
By-Laws change.  So there are 
three “polls” for you to com-

plete. And each of you, if a cou-
ple, has a vote.  Thank You!   
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How many of you have seen the new website?  It is already bringing us new members and making 
life easier for NOMADS in general.  We are able to apply for membership online, change our per-
sonal information online, make gifts to NOMADS online, and vote online.  We have only begun to 
realize the many benefits of this new tool.  SO... 
 

HOW DID THIS WONDERFUL TOOL COME TO FRUITION 
 
It began a long time ago when Rudy Morris established our first website which served our needs for 
many years.  Rudy did this as a labor of love, and our thanks go to him for bringing us into the twen-
tieth century and keeping us there into the twenty-first century.  Thank you Rudy for all of your time 
and work. 
 
At a time when Rudy indicated he needed and wanted to hand this duty off to someone else the 
Board of Directors determined that additional uses were needed in order to have a website which 
would lead us forward and expand our ranks.  The Board began to look into expanding the website, 
and the first thing it realized was that this was not going to be an inexpensive proposition.  The 
Board was struggling with how to properly use the monies donated by its members and our 
churches to accomplish something which we believed was a necessity.  Then a NOMAD thing hap-
pened.  Our LORD stepped in and used someone in a way that neither of us knew was a possibility. 
 

THE GIFT 
 
As the Board was struggling at the semi-annual Board meeting in April to be the best stewards of 
your money we received a gift -- literally during the meeting.  This gift was from a non-NOMAD in 
the amount of $25,000.  This generous gift was given by ERNEST ROTHFELDER of Ft. Worth, 
Texas.  It turns out that Mr. Rothfelder attends St. Luke UMC in Haltom City, Texas.  NOMADS has 
members who also attend St. Luke and have been active in that church’s mission outreach for many 
years.  That NOMADS couple is Jim and Roxie Waters. 
 
Mr. Rothfelder gave this magnificent gift for two purposes.  He wanted the gift to be credited to St. 
Luke UMC, and he wanted it to be in honor of Jim and Roxie Waters .  Jim and Roxie have pro-
moted missions in their church and were responsible for making NOMADS known to their church 
and to Mr. Rothfelder. 
 
The timing of this gift was such that the Board was certain that our LORD had a hand in it and 
elected to use this gift to establish our new website and to do so in honor of Jim and Roxie Waters. 
Thank you Mr. Rothfelder and thank you St. Luke UMC for honoring two of our wonderful members, 
making it possible for us to go forward with this new technology. 
 
As of the writing of this we have had 31 persons apply for NOMADS membership using the website.  
That’s almost one person per day.  In addition we have updated and updatable information for all of 
our members, a significant savings in dollars spent for postage, additional and more current infor-
mation available to our members, a greater speed of communication and the ability to use the web-
site for voting and for donations to NOMADS. 
 
Thank you again Mr. Rothfelder and St. Luke UMC for your wonderful gift.  We honor Jim and Roxie 
Waters each and every time we use this magnificent technology. 
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Auction Info  
 

One of the highlights at our Annual Meeting is our Annual Silent and Live Auction.  The money raised goes into our 
budget and one of the significant items in our budget is the Grant Funding Committee.  The monies raised can do what 
we do best, which is help agencies with expenses so they can have Nomads work on camps, schools, community work 
or after natural disasters.  To date in 2010 money has been given thru grants in the amount of  $65,000 to help pay for 
our electricity or install parking with electric and water, prepare a new road, or for materials for projects.  
   
Please look around and see what you can donate to the Auction.  A gift you can’t use, or an item you bought by mistake, 
or a gently used item.  Maybe you have a talent for making quilts, wood working, jewelry, etc.  Please consider giving 
our Auction one of your homemade items. 
 

The Nomads have been very generous with their time, talents and donations in the past and we pray you will thought-
fully consider what items you can donate for 2010.  Please bring your donated items in before you leave on tours Mon-
day, October 4 or between 9am and 3pm.  On Tuesday come prepared to be the high bidder with cash or check.  You will 
have the time of your life giving to the Lord thru Nomads.  Please make sure any used donated item is in working condi-
tion and has all the parts.       
 
See you in October.      Your Auction Committee 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 
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Arrive on or after Thursday, September 30, park in a level, full hookup site next to our meeting facility. Then, visit with other NO-
MADS and see some of the nearby attractions on Friday and Saturday—see the information in your registration packet.  
 

Saturday night is a good time for fellowship at the Pavilion and, as with all our meetings, bring your comfortable chairs. 
 

Sunday, come to the 8:30 am Praise Service and participate in a Consecration ceremony. Meet and greet our new NOMADS after 
the service.  Sunday evening plan to square dance with Burton and Sally Lee. 
 

Monday will be devoted to tours – six of them (see registration form on the nomadsumc.org/events website). Monday will also be a 
time to bring your silent auction item and add “your invention or unique way to make camping easier” to our display.  Monday eve-
ning will be our gala kickoff with skits, singing with the Iversons and weather permitting an old fashioned campfire—bring your 
marshmallows. 
 

Tuesday starts with the daily Bible Study with Gene Wengert and then we will formally open the 2010 Annual Meeting with an 
honor guard from the McDowell High School ROTC unit followed by a greeting from the Mayor of Marion.  After our daily devo-
tion we will have our annual business meeting. The afternoon begins with the Silent Auction, followed by the Live Auction and free 
time. Tuesday evening you can see Clogging, a dance invented in North Carolina.   
 

Wednesday and Thursday mornings we will have a Business Meeting and our Board of Directors will have opportunities to discuss a 
variety of things about our organization.  And each day these will be followed by seminars and training sessions. Some seminars 
will be hands on for those who volunteered while others will observe.   
 

Again, see the seminar information attached to the registration form on the NOMADS website:  from the home page, click on 
EVENTS and then read the paragraph about Annual Meetings and click on the button for the registration form.   
 

When packing your rig 
for the 2010 Annual 
Meeting, be sure to Pack 
your �������������������������������� �outfits 
leftover from the 50s!  
There will be a prize for 
the “BEST DRESSED” 
man and woman at the 
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50 PROJECTS RECOGNITION 
 

Have you completed 50 or more NOMADS projects? 
We want to recognize this important milestone in your NOMADS activi-
ties at the Annual Meeting.  Send your name/s and number of projects 
worked to Jane Waddock  (janenick99@verizon.net or call 217-935-
9865) by September 15.    Be sure to count drop in and DR projects (3 
weeks worked counts as one project).  Since this program was initiated in 
2006, the following NOMADS have been recognized: 
Don and Evelyn Shoenbein, Joe and Lucille Bell, Bill and Virginia Lee, 
Jean Ward, John and Kitty Hahn, Garth and Lois Culbertson, Larry and 
Mary Kissinger, Janet Koch Miller and Bob and Laura Bingham. 
There are certainly more of you who have reached or exceeded 50 pro-
jects worked.  Let us hear from you! 



Promotions    
 

What a great Promotions tool our new website is proving to 
be!  Many thanks to the IT task force for their hours to 
make this happen.  Promotions will be updating and adding 
info and materials to the site. In addition to the website, 
personal contacts with potential members continues to be 
very important in recruitment of new NOMADS.  Your 
presence at Annual Conferences, Mission Fairs and RV 
gatherings has been effective.  Thanks to all of you helping 
to spread the word about NOMADS.  Jane Waddock, chair 

 

Grants Funding  
 

Your Grants Funding Committee has approved grant  re-
quests from 4 small churches and 4 camp and retreat cen-
ters with summer/fall projects. These agencies advise that 
without our funding support and volunteer NOMADS 
teams, they would not be able to fully carry out their mis-
sion. Thank you for your generous contributions and for 
asking your church to contribute also. So far this year, we 
have approved a total of $69,036.39 in grants funding re-
quests. What an honor for your committee (Jim Traviss, 
Terry Lair, George Tuttle, Lucille Bell, and Bill Tarbell) to 
be able to answer these requests in your name.   Bill Tar-
bell, Chair 
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Funds Development  
 

 Thank you to those who have sent information to us about 
presentations and visits they have made to various churches and or-
ganizations.  It is important that we continue to work to make the 
name and work of NOMADS more widely known.  Please continue to 
seek support in the form of prayers, new members, and finances. 
 We have sent another quarterly issue of the Lifeline Newslet-
ter to churches and other agencies.  Our distribution list continues to 
grow thanks to your efforts.  Thanks also to those who contributed 
stories and pictures to be used in the newsletter.  This is one way of 
keeping in touch with our supporting churches to let them know the 
effect their support is having. 
 We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting in Oc-
tober.  Please remember to bring your Silent Auction items and be 
prepared to participate.  The Silent Auction makes a significant contri-
bution to our annual budget.  We thank Meredith and Bill Tarbell for 
spearheading this effort.   Ed and Cora Hamilton, chairs; Roland and 
Louise Davey; Butch and Dort Halsted 

Willing to serve?  It is time once again to ask yourself if 
you are willing to serve on a committee or to chair a com-
mittee in NOMADS. Many of the committees do not require 
that you be a board member to be involved. Please prayer-
fully consider this opportunity to serve others. Committees 
which do not require board members are:  Newsletter, Sun-
shine, Promotions, Membership, Grants Funding, Vision-
ing, Funds Development, Project Coordination and Disas-
ter Response.  If the Lord is calling you to serve on any of 
these committees please let Carol Stoner know as soon as 
possible by calling 214-287-0140, or 
carol.stoner@juno.com.  It will soon be time for our An-
nual Meeting, the election of officers for the coming year 
and approval of all of the committees.    
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Finance  
 
Hello Fellow NOMADS, Just a short report to update you on what has been done this spring and summer.  First, a successful audit 
was completed on the NOMADS 2009 records.  Second, the 2009 Tax Exempt Return was filed (990EZ) on time with the IRS. Third 
and of most interest is that we have opened a new Business Advantage Account with Bank of America. This new account was 
opened to facilitate using the new NOMADS website for paying dues and accepting donations, and for new member fees.  These 
conveniences were not possible with our old website, nor would they work using the checking/money market account we have with 
Morgan Stanley Investment Bank. That account is therefore being phased out.  In order to avoid losing interest on the Certificate of 
Deposit, the Morgan Stanley account will be held open until the CD matures in February 2011.  Expect a full finance report in the 
Fall (November) Newsletter. Meanwhile the NOMADS website offers nominal pie charts to help show where NOMADS donations 
come from and what happens to them. (See FAQs)  Your Board of Directors is an excellent steward of the funds God blesses NO-
MADS with. As always, I am available to answer questions, either at the Annual Meeting or on phone/email.  Blessings, Cliff John-
son, Treasurer 



 

���������	��
�����
��������������	��
�����
��������������	��
�����
��������������	��
�����
������ ���
Thank you to this quarter’s church and organizational supporters.    
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Disaster Response Update 



 

CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR BOARD OPENINGS 
 
Five NOMADS have met the July 4, 2010th deadline, applying as candidates for our Board of Directors.  There will be three new 
directors elected from the field of five, each for a four-year term beginning in October.  The new directors elected will fill the open-
ings created by retiring directors, Jim Traviss, Cliff Johnson, and George Russell. 
 
NOMADS members will elect directors in two categories:  one as the Southeast Jurisdictional Representative and two as At-Large 
Representatives.  
 
The candidates running for the Southeast Jurisdictional Representative are: 
 
Bob Delcuze, Bay St. Louis, MS, retired after 30 years, as Chief Facilities Engineer at the Stennis Space Center.  Bob and wife Bet, 
joined NOMADS in 2003 and have worked many projects across the country.  Their home was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina and 
they worked as ground coordinators for the first NOMADS RTP (revolving team project).  They have seen NOMADS from the out-
side as well as the inside, since NOMADS helped rebuild their home.   
 
Perry Hansen, Winter Haven, FL, retired after 15 years in Management and 24 years as Ex. Vice President/General Manager of a 
Citrus Cooperative.  He also served on many Boards of Directors for affiliated companies. Perry and wife, Jeannie, have been 
United Methodist all of their married lives and served on all committees within the church and served as Chairman on many.  They 
joined the NOMADS in 2006 and have been involved in many projects.  Perry presently serves on the Disaster Response Committee 
for NOMADS. 
 
Candidates running for the At-Large Representatives are:  
 
Joseph E. Kossan, Brackettville, TX, retired as a career US Army Officer in the Transportation Corps, and served as a commander 
and staff officer.  After retirement from the US Army, attended Seminary and served as a pastor in the North Carolina Conference of 
the United Methodist Church for 20 years.  Joe stated, “I believe that my leadership, management and small business ownership 
experiences can be of value in service to the Board of the NOMADS”. 
 
Leslie Lakie, Murphy, TX, retired civil engineer, worked over 30 years for Texaco.  Leslie and wife, Margaret, were Wagonmasters 
for 6 years, leading RV tours in Mexico, Canada, and the US.  They joined NOMADS in 2008 in an attempt to give back to society 
and the Lord for the many blessings received. Leslie said, “Since I belong to the Baby Boom generation, I look forward to many 
more productive, blessed years with NOMADS.”  One of his personal goals is to introduce more new retirees to the joy of helping 
others and serving the Lord through NOMADS. 
 
Cliff Schornick,  Bartlesville, OK, retired as an accountant specializing in observing and analyzing problem areas and finding equi-
table solutions to these problems.  He served on Administrative Board, Missions Committee, and the Evangelism Committee, in 
addition to being Treasurer of his church.  Cliff led a VIM mission to the Oklahoma Indian Conference and is a Certified Lay 
Speaker in the Oklahoma Conference.  Cliff and wife, Lerene, have been NO-
MADS since 2002, working 20 some projects including the Louisiana RTP.  He 
served on the Agency Selection Committee (now PCC) resulting in participating 
in most phases of NOMADS.  
 
Board Secretary Shirley Hope reports that all of these candidates have 
met the filing requirements and have been approved by the Nominations 
Committee.  Ballots and complete resumes have been made available 
in the member’s area of our website, and were mailed to members 
without internet access. 
 
The NOMADS Board consists of fourteen members – five elected at 
large, one elected to represent each of the five Jurisdictions, the Chair of 
the Project Coordination Committee, the Chair of the Disaster Response 
Committee, and one representative from the General Board of Global 
Ministries.  In addition, Carla Kinsey (our program administrator) is an 
ex-officio member of the board. 

Board of Directors  
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           By Terry Lair 
Do you realize that some agencies that called for NOMADS help could not be answered again this year because the team had no one willing to be 
the project's leader?   Do some of us have "leaderfobia" (a fear of leading)?   I know some folks do have this fear because they have told me so.  
 
When I have asked couples why they do not offer to lead a team here are some of the reasons given: 
 
1. “We're not qualified.”  Answer:   Take Jeannie’s Leadership Training Seminar at annual meeting (open to everyone), read the team leader hand-
book (available to all members on our website), answer “Yes we will” when Jeannie asks you to step up to that level of participation. 
 
2. “We’re not good enough at building stuff.”  Answer:   So let some of your team members be in charge of construction, cementing, roofing, or 
whatever.  Share responsibilities and delegate whenever possible, to someone with skills in that area of expertise.  Some of our best leaders are 
really great at this!   
 
3. “We don’t know the area or have never been to this work site.”  Answer:  You arrive the Friday before the team arrives so you can talk to the 
agency representative and tour the town or area yourself.   Many times leaders have not been to the site or worked the specific project before, so 
please don’t let this stop you! 
 
4. “We don’t know how to produce a booklet for everyone.”  Answer:   So ask for a volunteer from the team to do it or just not have one.  Remem-
ber, they are not required.  
 
If you love to do NOMADS projects, you love working with other NOMADS, have good people skills and are willing to communicate with your 
team, you would make a great leader.  Even if you don’t know how to put up drywall or build a cabin or paint a sanctuary, you can still easily pro-
vide the leadership a team needs to get the job done.  If you get to know the agency and their needs early and then keep the communication going 
between them and the team, you can and should be a good leader.   
 
As you work NOMADS projects, when they feel you are ready, your team leaders will recommend you for leadership training.  And, when you 
have also completed the leadership training and have worked several different NOMADS projects, Jeannie will be in touch with you about our need 
for your leadership.  At that point you can find one that suits your interests and preferably would be a small team, maybe 3 or 4 couples (or sin-
gles).  Spend some time going over the materials Carla will send you and be sure to send up a prayer from time to time. You will love the feeling 
you get when you realize that, because you were willing step up to the plate and give leadership a try, a project was able to go forward to comple-
tion. 

************************** 
MICHIGAN NOMADS Reunion/Work Project - Myers Lake United Methodist Church Camp, June 1-4, 2010 
 
When Judson Collins UM Camp placed an emergency call to Jon for help to cut up downed trees, little did they know 12 NOMADS 
with 4 chainsaws would volunteer to cut the trees in time for an open house.  With cooperation, efficiency, and energy, they worked 
diligently to get the job done.  Of course, this was not in our original task description, which is why NOMADS remain flexible. 
  
Other jobs done at Myers Lake UMC Camp included: 
·         Replaced broken post on old barn 
·         Removed three hot water heaters and replaced and plumbed a new large, efficient water heater. 
·          Weeded all flower beds in the camp and put on mulch 
·         Mounded up a flower bed and installed edging 
·         Repaired 36 picnic tables replacing boards 
·         Painted 40 picnic tables 
·         Painted 10 Adirondack double benches 
·         Framed and drywalled a bathroom wall; also framed two long walls including 2 closets and 2 door frames in the basement in 
the director’s home 
·         Removed drywall and window in the chalet bathroom and rebuilt the window.  Removed the stool, insulated and started dry-
walling.   
·          Removed old air-conditioner, rebuilt opening and Installed air conditioners in the welcome booth and built a shelf and door to 
hide the cash box 
·         Cleaned old barn meeting place 
  
Yes, all this work was done in two days.  God blessed us with a great group of workers, beautiful weather, His gorgeous creation 
along with friendships, fellowship and fun.   

Summer 2010        

NOMADS at Heart 
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INDIANA NOMADS REUNION, SEPT 14 - 17, 2010 
PLA-MOR CAMPGROUND, BREMEN, IN  

  
website:  www.pla-mor.net  Phone # 574 546 3665 
E-mail: pla-morcampground@fourway.net 
2162 US 6 E, Bremen, IN 46506 
  
CAMPING FEES:  Full hook-ups, 30 amp - $25.00 + 
tax = $26.75, Full hook-ups, 50 amp - $30.00 + tax = 
$32.10 
CANCELLATIONS  Must cancel 2 weeks prior to arri-
val date to get full refund.  There is free wireless 
internet. No cable TV.  Sewer sites: law requires use 
of a sponge ring (available $ at the park). 
   
REGISTRATION:  PLA-MOR CAMP-
GROUND requires that for group campers, one per-
son takes care of all the reservations.  PLEASE DO 
NOT CALL PLA-MOR TO REGISTER, unless it is 
after our cut-off registration date of August 20. 
Registration deposit requires paying 1 night of 
stay.  The remainder will be paid to PLA-MOR when 
you check-in. 
CASH OR CHECK, ONLY.  NO CREDIT/DEBIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED for reservations, nor at check-
in on Sept. 14. 
Make checks out to PLA-MOR CAMPGROUND  for 
your first night reservation and for your check-in on 
Sept. 14. 
REGISTRATION must be received by BEV MOR-
GAN no later than  AUGUST 20, 2010 . 
SEND YOUR ONE NIGHT REGISTRATION 
FEE,  CASH OR CHECK (make checks out to 
PLA-MOR CAMPGROUND) to:   Bev Morgan,  
3470 N. 825 West,  Andrews, IN 46702  
  
If you have any questions, please contact Jim & 
Ruth Davidson, rdavi8638@aol.com  or 765-589-
3033. 
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The North East Jurisdiction Reunion is just 
around the corner, next week actually, September 7-
10th at Ives Run in Tioga, PA.   Should be a beautiful 
time of year to be in northern PA.   
 
Bring your camp chair, some snacks to share and 
maybe a favorite covered dish recipe.  Lots of time 
to relax, laugh together and just enjoy the great out-
doors.  Might even want to share some of your novel 
ideas for our 2012 Annual Meeting, which the NE 
Jurisdiction will be hosting.   
 
Hope to see lots of northeasterners 
there!                    Terry Lair, NEJ Representative 
 

Steam Powered Embroidery 
 

Custom Embroidery & Monogramming 
863-412-4136   jesippelinc@aol.com 

 Jim Sippel 
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NOMAD Escapees at ESCAPADE 
 

The NOMADS will once again have a booth at the Escapees Escapade in Goshen, Indiana starting Sept. 11 and lasting 
until the 17th.  Our booth this year will be in the outside exhibit area.  We welcome any NOMADS who will be at Esca-
pade to help us in the booth.   
 
In addition to the exhibit booth, we have been invited to participate in a Volunteer Discussion Group along with the 
Sowers, Doves (Red Cross Responders) and Habitat for Humanity Car-a-vanners.  The time for this will be announced 
in the program guide.  On Wednesday (Sept 15) of the Escapade we will have a social in the Pork Pavilion  from 5:15 
until 7:15.  Everyone is asked to bring finger food and their own drinks.   
 
If you are attending Escapade, please encourage all your friends to join us then. 



to ford.  Doubts on where we 
were and where we were going 
came from the former navigator 
on the seat next to me, the 
other passengers and even 
from me.  Well, we eventually 
did make it back, although the 
next morning our hosts indi-
cated that they never drive that 
road even in the daylight.  I was 
accused of blind trust in the 
lady, Ms. Garmina. 

Do I trust in God and the signs 
and messages from him, via 
the Holy Spirit or via my 
neighbors, to the same extent 
that I trust Ms. Garmina?  Is 
God really in charge of me and 
everything?  It is certainly real 
easy to give thanks to God for 
the bright sunny day with tem-
peratures in the 70s.  But what 

Who is in charge? 

I remember traveling and ask-
ing my wife to be the navigator 
while I drove.  Have you done 
this?  More recently, I am us-
ing a device we named "Ms. 
Garmina," hidden within my 
Garmin GPS to give me direc-
tions. 

We were on a NOMADS pro-
ject near Roanoke, VA and had 
spent the evening at a local 
blue grass festival.  It was dark 
and raining as we left.  Ms. 
Garmina had us turn off the 
main highway and on to a 
county road, which turned into 
gravel and soon was so nar-
row we could not even think 
about turning around.  And 
then there was a creek we had 

about the hot, humid day with 
severe thunderstorms possi-
ble, or tornadoes or floods?  
What about all the good things 
that happen?  What about all 
the "bad" things (at least bad 
in my mind) that happen?  
What about good health?  
What about poor and failing 
health?  What about those 
great NOMADS projects?  
What about the projects or 
other things I wanted but did 
not get?  Is my (our) God in 
charge of everything?  Is our 
God big enough to handle all 
that?  
 
Let’s trust and give thanks  
for everything; give thanks 
to the One in charge of  
EVERYTHING. 
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Welcome to our newest NOMADS! 
Please join me in welcoming our new NOMADS.  If you need contact info for any of them, please visit our 
website in the member’s area for the latest membership roster, or email the office.    
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